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Two of the original five groups that made up the guerrilla Frente Farabundo Marti para la
Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) during the country's 12-year civil war formed a new political party
on March 28. Leaders of the two groups, Joaquin Villalobos of the Expresion Renovadora del
Pueblo (ERP) and Eduardo Sancho of the Resistencia Nacional (RN), formally disbanded their
organizations to join with the social democratic Movimiento Nacional Revolucionario (MNR), to
form the new Partido Democrata (PD). After the 1992 peace accords were signed by the FMLN and
the government, the FMLN entered electoral politics, competing in the 1994 general elections. Since
then, however, internal disputes have wracked the FMLN. Dissent reached a crisis last December
when both the ERP and the RN split off from the FMLN over political and ideological differences
(see NotiSur, 12/02/94).
Villalobos and Sancho, two of the most effective FMLN guerrilla chieftains during the civil war,
accused the peacetime FMLN leadership of taking ultra-left positions, permitting the governing
Alianza Republicana Nacionalista (ARENA) party to win some of the political center. This could
allow ARENA to "perpetuate itself in power," said Villalobos. The PD plans to contest with
ARENA for dominance by adopting a center-left position and attracting professional, religious,
environmental, and grassroots groups to its banner.
By promoting a moderate stance, the PD would also compete with the traditional Christian
Democrat party (PDC) to win over the support of centrist groups and voters. Announcing the
launching of the new PD, Villalobos said it was time to leave behind "confrontational and radical"
discourse. The PD's charter of principles, called "Betting Everything on Peace," rejects the "all or
nothing" attitude they believe characterizes the FMLN's concept of parliamentary participation,
whereby the FMLN has resisted compromise on most issues. PD principles of peace, liberty,
equality, and solidarity, said MNR deputy Juan Ramon Medrano, will "place the party above
the...extreme positions that, to benefit the economic liberties of some, annul the liberties of
others." (Sources: Inter Press Service, Reuter, 03/24/95; Agence France-Presse, 03/09/95, 03/23/95,
03/24/95, 03/26/95)
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